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FORCE INVESTIGATION DIVISION 
REPORT OF AN OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTING 

F055-16 


TO: CHARLIE BECK, CHIEF OF POLICE 
SIR: 

Synopsis: 

On Tuesday. August 16, 2016, a motorcycle officer was patrolling in Southeast Area as part of 
the Community Safety Operations Center (CSOC) deployment. While in the area of Figueroa 
Street and Century Boulevard, he observed a vehicle code violation, and intended to initiate a 
traffic stop for that violation (Investigators’ Note No. 1). 

Before he could do so, the vehicle pulled to the east curb of Figueroa Street, south of Century 
Boulevard, and the passenger (suspect) exited the vehicle and walked away. Moments later, the 
suspect produced two handguns and pointed one of them at the officer, which resulted in an 
Officer-Involved Shooting (OIS) and the suspect's death. 

Two loaded firearms were recovered at scene. 

INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


At approximately 1530 hours, uniformed Police Officer 11+2 Evan Urias, Serial No. 38412. 
assigned Unit 25MQ81. was conducting directed patrol on his police motorcycle in the area of 
Figueroa Street and Century Boulevard. 1 

While traveling south on Figueroa Street south of 10 U Street, Officer Urias observed a black 
Audi, model A4. traveling north. The Audi's front driver and passenger windows were heavily 
tinted and the vehicle had no front license plate. Officer Urias also observed that the rear license 
plate was a paper plate. 

Note: As a function of CSOC. Officer Urias had been assigned to monitor the immediate 
area of Manchester Avenue to the north. Imperial Highway to the south, Figueroa Street 
to the east, and Vermont Avenue to the west for robbery suppression. He had been 
specifically briefed on the types of vehicles that had been reportedly used during 
robberies in the area, notably vehicles without license plates and having tinted windows. 
Street robberies were also reportedly being frequently committed near bus stops in the 


Officer Urias. who was assigned to Valley Traffic Division (VTD), was loaned to South Traffic Division (STD) to 
work CSOC. He had nine years, eight months with the Department, was 33 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, and 
weighed 185 pounds. Officers Urias was dressed in a clearly marked police utility uniform and was wearing a 
ballistic vest and a Department motorcycle helmet. He was equipped with a Department-approved handgun, 
handcuffs, a canister of Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) spray and a TASER attached to his Sam Browne equipment belt. 
Officer Urias ! side-handle baton and Hobble Restraint Device were located on his police motorcycle at the time of 
the OIS. 
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area. Officer Urias had also been made aware of a shooting in the area that had occurred 
the day before but could not recall specific details of the incident. 

Officer Urias conducted a U-turn, northbound on Figueroa Street between 102 nd and 1 03 rd Street, 
to conduct a traffic stop for the observed equipment violations. Upon doing so, he noticed the 
driver's window to be slightly open and the driver appeared to look in his direction. The Audi 
accelerated and negotiated aright (eastbound) turn on 101 st Street, just south of Century 
Boulevard. As Officer Urias followed onto 101 st Street, the Audi had already reached the 
intersection of Grand Avenue, one block east of Figueroa Street (approximately 600 feet). 

Officer Urias arrived at the intersection of 101 st Street and Grand Avenue and observed the Audi 
turn right onto 104 th Street. Once on 104 th Street, he observed the vehicle negotiate a northbound 
turn onto Figueroa Street. 

Note: Officer Urias briefly activated his forward-facing red light as he reached 101 st 
Street and Grand Avenue, then immediately shut it off due to the distance of separation 
between the Audi and his location. Although he suspected criminal activity based on his 
observations of the Audi, Officer Urias decided not to pursue the Audi based solely on 
the equipment violations and did not reactivate his emergency lights during the remainder 
of the incident. 

Officer Urias negotiated a right turn, north on Figueroa Street, to monitor the Audi’s progress. 

He observed the Audi maneuver from the number one lane to the east curb of Figueroa Street, 
just south of Century Boulevard, and pull up next to a bus stop. A male, later identified as 
Kenney Ahmed Watkins, exited the passenger side of the Audi and walked under the awning of 
the bus stop, then onto the property of a 76 Gas Station located at the southeast corner of 
Figueroa Street and Century Boulevards 

Watkins continued eastbound through the gas station property with both hands concealed under 
the front of his sweatshirt at his waistband. The unidentified driver of the Audi sped away 
northbound, then east on Century Boulevard and out of Officer Urias’ view. 

Note: According to Officer Urias. he did not recall the Audi's direction of travel after it 
sped northbound on Figueroa Street. He recalled that his focus was on Watkins after 
observing him with his hands in his waistband and because he was dressed in a jacket on 
a w r arm day. Video footage captured by a personally-owned camera mounted to a helmet 
worn by uniformed Motorcycle Police Officer II+2 Jason Thompson, Serial No. 38374. 
assigned to CSOC. Unit 25MQ94, depicted Officer Urias advising other officers that the 
Audi fled eastbound on Century Boulevard. Officer Thompson arrived after the OIS 
occurred. Officers Urias and Thompson were deployed as partners assigned to the same 
directed patrol area. They remained in the same approximate vicinity and would check 
on each other as they made individual traffic stops. 


2 


Kenney Ahmed Watkins, 18 years of age, 5 feet, 8 inches tall, 151 pounds. 
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Officer Urias pulled into the gas station via a driveway at the southwest portion of the property. 
Based on the evasive actions of the driver of the Audi and his observation of Watkins appearing 
to be holding something under his sweatshirt. Officer Urias. from approximately 10 feet away, 
ordered Watkins to stop and to show his hands. 

Note: According to Officer Urias. he was riding a loaned Department motorcycle and 
was not familiar w ith the operation of that motorcycle's public address system and 
therefore did not use it when giving commands to Watkins. 

Watkins turned his head and looked at Officer Urias over his right shoulder and began to run 
through the 76 Gas Station in a northeast direction, then onto the south sidewalk of Century 
Boulevard, where he continued eastbound. As he ran. Watkins continued to hold his hands under 
his sweatshirt. Based on Officer Urias’ experience as a law enforcement officer, the prior 
information he had receiv ed about the type of vehicles being used to commit robberies in the 
area, and Watkins' behavior, he formed an opinion that Watkins was possibly concealing a gun 
in his waistband. 


Officer Urias followed Watkins on his motorcycle and made the following broadcast at 1531:40 
hours: "2.5 Mary Queen SI (25MQ81). / >?? going to he in foot pursuit. 415 man with a gun. 
Century and Figueroa" over STD radio frequency. Officer Urias exited the gas station onto 
Century Boulevard at the northwest driveway of the property/ 


Officer Urias rode eastbound on Century Boulevard, in the number 3 lane (curb lane), remaining 
offset and behind Watkins, intending to stay out of Watkins' line of sight and maintain distance. 
Again. Officer Urias ordered Watkins to stop and show his hands. Officer Urias was unable to 
estimate the speed he was traveling, but stated that Watkins was running at full stride. 


Note: Officer Urias recalled the incident unfolding at a rapid pace and that he did not 
have the opportunity to establish a perimeter stating. “I didn't get a — it was — I didn't 
have a chance yet. It was happening quick and 1 was telling him to stop." 

During his interview. Officer Urias w as asked if he considered setting up a perimeter 
rather than continuing to follow Watkins. Officer Urias stated that he was still able to see 
Watkins, but if Watkins would have moved southbound through the houses along 
Century Boulevard, he would have stopped and set up a perimeter. 


The investigation determined that there was nothing available to provide cover for 
Officer Urias between himself and the south sidewalk of Century Boulevard.' 


When 

hands 


Watkins neared West Century Boulevard. Officer Urias observed him remove his 
from his waistband and begin running at a normal gait with his arms moving back and 


1 Though Officer Urias announced he was in foot pursuit, he continued to follow Watkins on his motorcycle. 

4 

Officer Urias' statement: Page 35, Lines 24-25 and Page 36, Line 1. 

5 The images from Officer Thompson's helmet camera revealed the absence of parked vehicles along the south curb. 
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forth, from side to side. As Watkins began to slow his pace. Officer Urias observed that he was 
holding a small, semiautomatic handgun in his left hand and another handgun in his right hand. 

At that point. Officer Urias discontinued acceleration by releasing the throttle of his motorcycle, 
engaged his clutch, and began to slow his forward progress. 

Note: According to Officer Urias, his attention was drawn to the stainless steel handgun 
in Watkins’ right hand because of its longer barrel. A stainless steel revolver was later 
recovered from the scene. 

Watkins turned to his left, at the waist, toward Officer Urias. and looked at him. Watkins held 
the handgun that was in his right hand slightly above waist level, with his right elbow bent, 
pointing it at Officer Urias. Watkins simultaneously veered southeast into a driveway between 
two residences located at^| and^| West Century Boulevard/' 

At that moment, while his motorcycle was still in motion. Officer Urias unholstered his weapon, 
believing Watkins was going to shoot him. Molding his pistol in a one-handed grip with his right 
hand and his right arm extended out from his body. Officer Urias aimed at the center of Watkins’ 
body, at the left side of his back as Watkins turned, with the pistol, in his direction. While seated 
on his motorcycle. Officer Urias tired two consecutive rounds from an increasing distance of 
approximately 20 to 30 feet, as Watkins continued running, striking him once on the left side of 
his back. Watkins fell to the driveway, dropping the two handguns on the ground. 

As Officer Urias slowed, the momentum of his motorcycle carried him slightly west of the 
driveway. He laid his motorcycle onto its left side in the southern-most lane of traffic and 
redeployed west of the mouth of the driveway to cover Watkins from a vantage point out of 
Watkins’ line of sight. 

At 1532:00 hours. Officer Urias broadcast, “25MQ81, I'm going to be Century, east of Figueroa, 
shots fired, officer needs help. " Approximately 40 seconds later, he requested the response of a 
Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) Rescue Ambulance (RA) for a male with a gunshot 
wound. 


Note: According to Officer Urias. he had requested an RA for a suspect who had 
sustained tw'o gunshot wounds. A review of STD radio frequency determined that 
Officer Urias indicated the suspect had only one gunshot wound. According to Officer 
Thompson and Southeast Area uniformed Police Officers I1I+1 Roberto Yanez. Serial 
No. 30020. assigned Unit 18SL35. and Manuel Sanchez, Serial No. 32705. assigned Unit 
18HL53. they also made requests for an RA upon their respective arrivals. 

According to Witness he was traveling eastbound in his minivan on Century 

Boulevard. As he passed the intersection at Figueroa Street, he observed Watkins running from 
the 76 Gas Station at the southeast comer of the intersection. slow ed his vehicle and 


6 


The distance from the 76 Gas Station driveway to 



West Century Boulevard was approximately 200 feet. 
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observed Watkins holding a large handgun in his right hand and a smaller handgun in his left 
hand as Watkins continued castbound on the south sidewalk of Century Boulevard. 

Note: believed that both handguns were semiautomatics. 

mH then observed Officer Urias pull along the right side of his van. between himself and 
W'atkins. He observed W'atkins turn to his left and look over his left shoulder in miBI 
direction. The officer raised his right arm. at which time^^^J heard two consecutive 
gunshots. 

Note: According to W'atkins was running with his arms moving in a circular 

motion and his guns were pointed east when the OIS occurred. did not hear any 

verbal exchange between Officer Urias and W'atkins. 

then observed the officer lay his motorcycle on the ground and move west of the 
driveway while pointing his weapon at W'atkins. He recalled observing Watkins laying in the 
driveway with his head pointing south and the two handguns on the ground, approximately three 
feet to the east. 

According to WitnessJ^^^J^^^^^J he was m£mRHHBMHflHHBHjlH( 

across from ^(WestCentury Boulevard, when he heard a voice yell. "Get Down!" and 
"Stop moving!" He began to walk^^^^^^^^J when he heard two consecutive gunshots. 

observed Watkins fall to the ground. 

Note: According to W'atkins’ right side was exposed to Officer Urias. 1 Ie 

did not see Officer Urias until after hearing the gunshots. He did not see anything in 
W'atkins’ hands. 

mH observed Officer Urias standing approximately eight feet from W'atkins. holding his 
pistol toward the ground in W'atkins' direction, and remaining there until additional officers 
arrived. He did not observe handcuffs being placed on W'atkins (Investigators’ Note No. 2). 

At approximately 1533 hours. Officer Thompson arrived at scene followed by Southeast Area 
uniformed Police Officer II1+1 Manuel Sanchez. Serial No. 32705. assigned Unit 18HL53, 
Officer Yanez. uniformed Police Officers III+l Ricardo C'epeda. Serial No. 38784. and Jesus 
Ruiz. Serial No. 37756. assigned Unit 18H32. and Police Officers III+l Erick Ortiz, Serial No. 
37257. and Andy Salcido. Serial No. 38208. assigned Unit 18H43/ 


Officers Sanchez, Cepeda. Ruiz. Ortiz, and Salcido were assigned to the Southeast Area Housing Authority of the 
City of Los Angeles (HACLA) Community Safety Partnership Unit. Officer Yanez was assigned as a Senior Lead 
Officer at Southeast Area. The officers unholstered their pistols, knowing that shots had been fired and having 
observed handguns on the ground next to the suspect. Officer Sanchez had deployed his Police Rifle because he 
was unsure whether there were additional suspects and to adequately cover the suspect in the driveway from a 
position of cover. 
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Note: Officer Thompson was the first to arrive. After assessing the scene, he guided 
Officer Urias to the cover of Officer Yanez/ vehicle who. upon his arrival, had pulled his 
vehicle into the mouth of the driveway, facing south toward Watkins. 

At approximately 1534 hours. Southeast Patrol Division uniformed Sergeant I Rex Ingram, 

Serial No. 38094. assigned Unit 1 81.40. arrived at scene and identified Officer Urias as having 
been involved in an OIS. 

Note: Sergeant Ingram remained with Officer Urias. toward the rear of Officer Yanez’ 
vehicle, immediately upon identifying him as having been involved in an OIS. He 
separated Officer Urias from other officers once Watkins was in custody. 

As directed by Sergeant Ingram. Officers Sanchez, Cepeda. Ruiz. Ortiz and Salcido, along with 
Officer Thompson, formed an arrest team and approached Watkins to place him into custody. 

As the other officers provided cover, Officers Salcido and Cepeda. designated as contact officers, 
bolstered their pistols and placed Watkins in handcuffs with the assistance of Officer Thompson. 

When Officer Cepeda observed that Watkins was bleeding from his mouth and nose, he rolled 
Watkins onto his right side to assist his ability to breathe and held onto him in that position until 
the arrival of the RA. 


Simultaneously. Southeast Patrol Division uniformed Sergeant I John Moreno. Serial No. 36053, 
Unit 181.20. arrived at scene. Sergeant Ingram communicated to Sergeant Moreno that he would 
assume monitoring responsibility of Officer Urias. Sergeant Ingram walked Officer Urias to his 
black and w r hite police vehicle and obtained a Public Safety Statement (PSS) and later 
transported Officer Urias to Southeast Station. 

Sergeant Moreno assumed the role of Incident Commander (1C) and established a crime scene. 
He assigned officers to positions and ensured that the handguns in the driveway were 
monitored. 9 

Los Angeles Fire Department RA 864 Basic Life Support (BLS), staffed by Firefighters (FF) 
Justino Rodrigues and Jack Bond, arrived at scene at approximately 1536 hours. 10 They were in 
the area when they were waved down by officers at scene and had not been assigned the call. 
Upon their initial assessment of Watkins, they identified a single gunshot wound. Per LAFD 


8 At approximately 1630 hours. Sergeant Moreno relinquished the IC role to Southeast Patrol Division Watch 

Commander, Lieutenant I Joseph Vigueras. Serial No. 31537. 

9 

Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) Air Support Division (ASD), Air 3, Pilot Police Officer II+6 Manuel 
Dickerson, Serial No. 30348, and Tactical Flight Officer (TFO) Police Officer II+5 Rennick Brown, Serial No. 
35437, responded to the help call and arrived overhead at approximately 1536 hours. Air 3 assisted with the 
establishment of traffic control. The ASD officers were not interviewed because they arrived after the OIS 

occurred. 

) 0 

Basic Life Support is a type of care administered by Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT). All sworn LAFD 
members are EMTs. This is also a designation for a rescue ambulance staffed only by FF / EMTs. 
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protocol, they requested an Advanced Life Support (ALS) RA response via LAFD dispatch." 
(Investigators’ Note No. 3). 

At approximately 1540 hours. LAFD RA 64, staffed by FF/Paramedics (FF/PM) Javier Rivera 
and Alfredo Larios, arrived at scene. Upon their assessment, they determined that there were no 
signs of life and determined Watkins' death at 1548 hours. Watkins was transported to the Los 
Angeles County Morgue by RA 64 (Investigators’ Note Nos. 4 and 5). 

Officers Ruiz and C'epeda spoke with the family that resided at^J W'est Century Boulevard, to 
ensure their safety by ascertaining whether one of Officer Urias' rounds penetrated their home. 
They determined that no rounds penetrated the home, and the residents only heard gunshots and 
did not witness the OIS. The subsequent FID investigation confirmed their findings. 

At approximately 1603 hours, Real-Time Analysis and Critical Response (RACR) Division was 
notified of the Categorical Use of Force. 

The first representative from FID, Detective II Christopher Linscomb, Serial No. 32289. arrived 
at scene at approximately 1615 hours. 

Detective Linscomb reviewed all documents and circumstances surrounding the separation, 
monitoring and admonition to officers not to discuss the incident prior to being interviewed by 
FID investigators. All protocols were followed and properly documented (Addenda Nos. 1-3). 

SCENE DESCRIPTION 



The OIS occurred in front of the common driveway of I 


W'est Century Boulevard in 


the City of Los Angeles. Century Boulevard was an east/west roadway with three lanes of traffic 


11 Advanced Life Support is a type of care administered by paramedics and a designation for a rescue ambulance 
staffed by paramedics. 
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in each direction and vehicle parking along the north and south curbs. However, when the OIS 
occurred, there were no vehicles parked along the south curb of Century Boulevard between 
Figueroa Street and^| West Century Boulevard. 12 The major cross streets were Figueroa 
Street to the east and Grand Avenue to the west. 

The 400 block of West Century Boulevard measured approximately 80 feet in width. The 
concrete sidewalk on the south side of the street measured approximately five feet in width, and 
was separated from the street by a grass parkway, approximately four feet in width. The 400 
block of West Century Boulevard was lined primarily with residential buildings, including 
single-family homes, as well as apartment buildings. A 76 Gas Station was located on the 
southeast comer of the intersection of Century Boulevard and Figueroa Street. The OIS occurred 
on a clear day during daylight hours. 

CANVASS FOR WITNESSES 


On August 18, 2016. FID and Southeast Area personnel canvassed the area of the 400 block of 
West Century Boulevard for witnesses to the OIS. Additional canvasses were conducted by FID 
personnel on August 31,2016. and September 8. 2016. Unless otherwise noted, the statements 
of all witnesses were recorded and transcribed and are contained in this report. Those recorded 
statements were consistent with the officers' statements. There were six witnesses w ho only 
heard shots. The number of gunshots heard by witnesses ranged from one to three shots 
consecutively. Copies of their statements were documented on FID Heard Only Forms, which 
were retained in the FID casebook (Investigators’ Note Nos. 6 and 7). 


On August 31. 2016, FID Detective III Anthony Rheault, Serial No. 33961, interviewed Witness 

fBM MIjgWI sa *d heard two gunshots. where 

he observ ed an officer standing across the street at the northwest portion of the property at 
West Century Boulevard. The officer was pointing his weapon at an individual lying in the 


driveway and was issuing commands not to m ove, 
east of the individual in the driveway. 


also observed a handgun on the ground 


U refused to provide a recorded interview. His 
statements, which were consistent with Officer Urias’ account of the incident, were noted by 
Detective Rheault, and were stored in the FID casebook. 


On September 9, 2016, Detective Linscomb spoke with Witness by te lephone. 

Plans 

for a formal interview 1 were discussed; however, she was reluctant to meet with investigators. 

She stated that she was I 



from the OIS. She heard a single gunshot | 
observed the arrival of officers and their approach toward Watkins in the driveway, and saw no 
other portion of this incident. 



12 The aerial photograph on the previous page was obtained from Google Maps and does not accurately depict the 
curb parking on date of the OIS. 
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M Kenney Ahmed Watkins was a male Black, with black hair and brown eyes. 
m At the time of the incident, he was five feet, eight inches tall, and weighed 
approximately 150 pounds. He had a date of birth of May 11. 1998. Watk ins 
w 7 as identified bv Criminal Identification and Information No. 


Watkins was not documented as a gang member: however, during the interview | 

HI il identified him as a member of the Rollin 10 0s Neighborhood Crips criminal str eet 
gang, known by the monikers of “Scrappy" and “Blacky." 

ihiring die investigation. Watkins 

admitted to being a “100s" gang member known by the moniker of Scrappy. 


On August 1 7. 2016. FID Detective II Paul Inabu. Serial No. 30286. completed an LAPD 
Investigative Report for ADW on a Police Officer, naming Kenney Watkins as the suspect 

(Addenda Nos. 7-8). 

INJ CRIES 


As a result of the OIS. Watkins sustained a single gunshot w ound to the left side of his back. 
Watkins' death was determined at scene by the aforementioned LAFD personnel (Addendum 
No. 9). 

No officers were injured during the incident. 

EVIDENCE 


At approximately 2130 hours. Forensic Science Division (FSD) Firearms Analysis Unit (FAU) 
Supervising Criminalist Rafael Garcia. Serial No. G9120. and Criminalists II Annette Woiwode. 
Serial No. N4427. and Kathleen Alvarado. Serial No. N4216. responded and conducted an 
examination of the OIS scene for ballistic impacts, trajectories and pro jecti les. Criminalist 
Woiwode collected two handguns from the driveway between andH West Century 
Boulevard: a Smith and Wesson, six shot, .44 Magnum, stainless steel revolver. Model 629-4. 
Serial No. BSN5733 (Item 3). and a .380 Caliber. Bersa semiautomatic. Model Thunder 380 
Auto, with an obliterated serial number (Item 4). Six live .44 Magnum cartridges were removed 
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from cylinder of the revolver (Item 5). Eight live .380 caliber cartridges were removed from the 
semiautomatic pistol: one from the chamber and seven from the magazine (Items 7 and 8). 
Criminalist Woiwode also collected two expended. .40 caliber cartridge casings from the street at 
the south curb in front of^| West Century Boulevard (Items 9 and 10). 

Criminalist Woiwode later utilized swabs to collect possible biological material from both 
handguns and the cartridges that she removed from the guns (Items 12 through 16) (Addenda 
Nos. 10-11). 

CORONER'S INVESTIGATION 


Coroner's Response: 

On August 16. 2016. at approximately 1832 hours, FID Detectives II Kevin Huff, Serial No. 
34099. Dante Palacio, Serial No. 32208. and inabu. responded to the Los Angeles County 
Morgue and met with Los Angeles County Coroner Investigator Blanchard, who conducted a 
preliminary investigation under Coroner Case No. 2016-01059. Watkins was positively 
identified by fingerprint analysis. Detectives Inabu. Huff and Palacio noted one gunshot wound 
to the left side of Watkins mid-back. There was no scene investigation conducted by the 
Coroner's Office due to Watkins’ transportation directly to the morgue. 

Autopsy: 

On August 18. 2016. at 1000 hours. Los Angeles County Department of Coroner Deputy 
Medical Examiner Doctor David Whiteman performed a post-mortem examination of Watkins' 
remains. Detectives Linscomb. and Zesati, and Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office. 
Senior Investigator Sonia Florez, were present during the examination. Doctor Whiteman 
ascribed the cause of death to a single gunshot wound and obtained specimens from Watkins for 
toxicology analysis (Addendum No. 12). 

No soot or stippling was identified on the body; therefore, the range of fire was undetermined. 

Cunshot Wound No. 1 entered the left middle back and came to rest at the upper chest. The 
direction of the wound w as from left to right, back to front, and slightly upw ard. A projectile 
was recovered from the middle of the chest just below ? the skin surface. 

The projectile was recovered by Doctor Whiteman and later booked as evidence by Detective 
Linscomb (Item 23) (Addendum No. 13). 

Coroner’s Test Results: 

Toxicology: 

On January 10. 2017, a Laboratory Analysis Summary Report was approved by Los Angeles 
County Department of Coroner Interim Chief Joseph Muto. The analysis results documented 
that no drugs or alcohol were detected in Watkins’ system at the time of his death (Addendum 
No. 14). 




FID No. F055-16 
Page 11 


Gunshot Residue: 

On August 16, 2016, Coroner Investigator Blanchard obtained Gunshot Residue (GSR) samples 
from Watkins’ face and hands. On February 3, 2017. Los Angeles County Department of 
Coroner Analyst Debra Gibson completed a report indicating that no GSR particles were present 
on those samples (Addendum No. 15). 

CLOTHING ANALYSIS 


At the time of the OIS, Kenney Watkins was wearing a navy bluejacket, a black T-shirt, a white 
T-shirt, black pants, a black belt with a silver belt buckle, blue jockey under shorts with a black 
band, two pairs of white socks, and white Nike tennis shoes. 

A clothing analysis report had not been completed as of the writing of this report. Officer Urias' 
recollection of his position and distance from Watkins at the time of the OIS, however, was 
consistent with witness statements and the findings of Doctor Whiteman. 

WEAPONS 


Kenney Watkins was armed with a Smith and Wesson .44 Magnum revolver, Model 629-4, and 
a Bersa .380 caliber semiautomatic pistol. Both handguns were recovered by FSD Criminalist 
Woiwode from the driveway between and^J West Century Boulevard. Six live .44 
Magnum cartridges were removed from the cylinder or the Smith and Wesson revolver. Seven 
live .380 caliber cartridges were removed from the Bersa semiautomatic pistol magazine and one 
.380 caliber cartridge from the chamber (Addendum No. 16). 



Smith and Wesson 44 Magnum revolver 


The Department of Justice. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Tracing 
Center conducted a firearm trace of the Smith and Wesson 44 Magnum revolver. The trace 
determined that the firearm was purchased on June 27, 1995, b y The 

firearm had been reported stolen during a burglary|^|on October 18, 2013. The 
Burglary' Report was taken by the Orange County Sheriffs Department (Addendum No. 17). 

The ownership of the Bersa .380 caliber semiautomatic pistol could not be traced due to its 
obliterated serial number. 
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Detective Linscomb contacted Orange County Sheriffs Department, San Clemente Station, 
Detective Greg Risko. and informed him of the recovery of the Smith and Wesson revolver. 
Detective Risko stated that there were no suspects identified or arrests made in the case. 

Officer Urias was armed with his Department-authorized Glock .40 caliber. Model 22 
semiautomatic pistol. According to Officer Urias, the pistol was loaded to capacity with 16 
rounds of Department-approved Winchester Ranger. 40 ammunition, at the time of the OIS. 
Fifteen rounds were in the magazine and one round was in the chamber of the pistol. 

On August 16. 2016. FID Detective II Robert Castaneda. Serial No. 26722. conducted a post¬ 
incident examination of Officer Urias’ pistol. The examination determined that the pistol was 
loaded with one round in the chamber and 13 rounds in the magazine, which was consistent with 
Officer Urias firing two rounds. Officer Urias possessed two additional magazines that were 
loaded to capacity, each with 15 rounds of Department-approved ammunition. 

On August 23, 2016. Detective Linscomb verified that Officer Urias' .40 caliber Glock pistol 
was included in his Firearm Inventory Tracking System record. 

On September 29. 2016. FSD FAU Criminalist II Jacob Seror. Serial No. N4571. completed a 
report documenting the test-firing of Officer Urias' pistol. The pistol's trigger pull was within 
Department specifications (Addendum No. 18). 

On January 30. 2017. FSD FAU Firearms Examiner Genaro Arredondo, Serial No. N441 7. 
completed a report documenting the bullet and cartridge case comparison. The two expended 
cartridge cases collected from the OIS scene were later determined to have been fired from 
Officer Urias' pistol. The projectile recovered by Doctor Whiteman during the autopsy of 
Kenny Watkins was found to be consistent with the ammunition and firearm used by Officer 
Urias. 

The Smith and Wesson revolver and Bersa semiautomatic pistol were test fired and found 
functional. Representative images of the test fired cartridge cases of the Bersa pistol were 
entered into the National Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN) database 

(Addendum No. 19). 

FIREARMS ANALYSIS 


On August 16, 2016. Criminalists Garcia. Woiwode, and Alvarado performed a bullet path 
analysis of the OIS scene. They searched the exterior walls of^f^^^ West Century- 
Boulevard. as well as the driveway between the two residences. No bullet impacts were 
observed. 

On August 22. 2016. FSD Forensic Print Specialist III Edgar Berrios. Serial No. N1917. 
analyzed both of Watkins' handguns, the magazine of the Bersa semiautomatic handgun, and 
live cartridges recovered from each handgun for latent prints. Two photographs were taken of 
developed latent prints found on the Smith and Wesson revolver. No latent prints were found on 
the additional items. Upon examination. FSD Forensic Print Specialist III Mvnor Acevedo. 
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Serial No. N2114. found one of the prints to match the left thumb print of Watkins. The second 
developed print was not of Automated Fingerprint Index System quality, and no comparison 
could be made (Addendum No. 20). 

On August 19. 2016, Criminalist Woiwode collected swabs of possible biological material from 
areas of each handgun and live cartridges. The swabs were booked as evidence and later 
analyzed for the presence of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA). 

On December 14. 2016, FSD Criminalist II Martie Donnelly. Serial No. N4673, finalized an 
FSD Laboratory Report. Criminalist Donnelly concluded there was an insufficient amount of 
DNA from swabs of the Bersa semiautomatic pistol and cartridges to proceed with DNA 
analysis. No DNA typing results were obtained from the swab sample taken from the Smith and 
Wesson revolver (Addendum No. 21). 

VEHICLES 


In an attempt to locate the black Audi and its driver, investigators searched the area of the OIS 
for video depicting the vehicle, spoke with Senior Lead Officers, Gang Impact Team officers and 
detectives from Southeast Division, as well as Watkins' mother. The Audi and its driver were 
never identified. 

VISUAL DOCUMENTATION 


No video footage obtained resulting from this investigation captured the OIS. Footage from 
various videos depicted the response of additional officers and their efforts in taking Watkins 
into custody and general crime scene activity. All of the videos were consistent with Officer 
Urias' account of the incident. 

Digital In-Car Video System (DICVS) 

Recorded copies of DICVS footage were retrieved from the vehicles of Southeast Units 18SL35 
(Officer Yanez), 18HL53 (Officer Sanchez), and 1 8A17 (Shop No. 81110). 

The DICVS footage from 18SL35 depicted officers’ movement as they approached Watkins and 
took him into custody. The additional DICVS footage also depicted general crime scene activity. 

Footage from the other units' DICVS captured the ensuing response and crime scene activity. 

Digital In-Car Video System footage of 33 units was reviewed, out of wfiich the above- 
referenced videos were downloaded and stored in the FID casebook. Unless noted, the DICVS 
footage from responding units w ? as found to be of no additional investigative value. 

Body Worn Video (BWV) 

Footage from the personally-owned BWV camera mounted on Officer Thompson's helmet was 
retrieved by Technical Investigation Division (TID). Electronics Unit, with his consent. The 
video w r as stored under TID Control No. 695293. 
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The video depicted Officer Thompson’s response to the scene. Watkins lying in the driveway as 
Officer Urias covered him at gunpoint. Officer Thompson's communications with Officer Urias. 
as well as Officer Urias identifying himself as being involved in an OIS to Sergeant Ingram upon 
the supervisor's arrival. The footage also depicted officers as they approached Watkins and 
handcuffed him with Officer Thompson's assistance. Officer Thompson is also depicted 
identifying spent cartridge casings on the street and efforts of the officers present to secure the 
crime scene. 


According to Officer Urias, he had recently purchased his own BWV camera, but had never used 
it. It was contained in the packaging box. inside his motorcycle's rear top box when the OIS 
occurred. With his consent, FID detectives took custody of Officer Urias’ BWV camera and 
TID confirmed it did not contain any images. 

No additional BWV footage was identified. 


Social Media 

Personnel assigned to FID's Cyber Unit monitored social media sites from the date of the 
incident until the submission of this administrative report. 



The footage, recorded from the north side of Century Boulevard, east of the OIS 
scene, depicted the arrival of officers to the scene and their approach toward Watkins in the 
driveway. No additional evidence, information or witnesses were identified. 


Outside Video 

Witnessrecorded \ ideo Ibotagc utilizing his cellular telephone from the north side of 

Century Boulevard in two separate segments. A 10-second segment depicted Officer Urias 

standing at the curb, to the west of the driveway between West Century Boulevard. 

covering Watkins at gunpoint as Watkins lay in the driveway. Officer Urias' motorcycle can be 
seen on its side, east of the driveway. The second segment depicted Officer Yanez’ vehicle 
positioned at the mouth of the driveway as officers arrived at scene. Both segments w r ere stored 
under TID Control No. 648074. 


Security camera video w as obtained from 



depicted a view of Watkins with 
his hands at the front of his w aistband as he entered the^^^^^l property on foot. The lower 
half of Watkins’ body can be seen on other cameras, but there is no other view' of his waistband. 
A weapon is not visible. The footage was stored under TID Control No. 680868. 


According to Officer Salcido, there were several civilians using their cellular phones to video the 
scene. He did not identify who they were. Detective personnel from FID were not able to 
identify additional videos beyond the ones collected and noted in this report. 


Photographs 

On August 16. 2016. TID Photographer III Ryszard Niscior, Serial No. N3630, photographed the 
OIS scene and associated evidence. The photographs were stored under TID Control Nos. 
D0544981 and D0545980. 
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Prior to the removal of Watkins' body from the scene. Commander Tingirides photographed the 
immediate area to document Watkins' position in relation to surrounding evidence. The 
photographs were stored under TID Control No. D313592. 

NOTIFICATIONS 


At approximately 1600 hours. Real-Time Analysis and Critical Response (RACR) Division was 
notified of the Categorical Use of Force and the details of the subsequent notifications are 
included in this report (Addendum No. 22). 

PERSONNEL AT SCENE 


Crime scene logs documenting additional personnel at the location are contained within the FID 
case file and are available for review. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Copies of the Communications Division printouts relative to this incident. Incident No. 
160816003511. are on file at FID. Digital recordings of South Traffic. Southeast Division, and 
77 th Street Base Frequencies, as well as South Bureau Tactical Frequency 1-Channel 37. 
spanning the time of this incident, are also on file at FID. 

The digitally-recorded interv iews of the involved and percipient officers and civilian witnesses 
are stored in the LAPD Training Evaluation and Management System (TEAMS II) database. 

JUSTICE SYSTEM INTEGRITY DIVISION 


This case met the criteria for presentation to the Justice System Integrity Division and will be 
presented shortly after completion of this administrative report. 

INVESTIGATORS' NOTES 


1. The Los Angeles Police Department CSOC was established in March of 2016. The 
CSOC Command Post (CP) was constructed to operate 20 hours a day. seven days per 
week. The mission of the CSOC model was to boost uniformed police presence, 
community outreach, and investigative resources in concentrated areas to reduce violent 
crime. The CSOC Command Post utilized real-time crime analysis within specific 
Department geographical areas, including Southeast Area. Crime information was 
provided to CSOC officers to provide focused crime prevention efforts in and around 
specific locations within those areas. The CSOC deployed officers from Metropolitan, 
traffic, and other specialized divisions. 


During an initial canvass for civilian witnesses in the area. ^ 

During a subsequent interview of 
U^BUbyForce Investigation Division (FID) Detectives III 
Serial No. 23833, and Anthonv Rheault. Serial No. 33961, HI 


fimothy Brausam, 





L>-> 


if his neighbors overheard him speaking with police officers, 
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they might retaliate. 


Firefighters (FF) J. Rodrigues and Bond were returning to their station from an unrelated 
call. They were stopped at the traffic signal facing eastbound on Century Boulevard, 
west of Figueroa Street. They observed unknown police activity in front of them, east of 
Figueroa Street. They observed a police motorcycle lying on the ground east of their 
position and additional police vehicles responding to the area w hen they were waved 
down by an unknown officer. The FFs did not observe the OIS. or Watkins being taken 
into custody. 

According to FF J. Rodrigues, he requested officers to remove Watkins' handcuffs while 
he was accessing him: however. Watkins remained handcuffed. Rodrigues was advised 
that Watkins was in custody and continued his assessment. The FID investigation was 
unable to determine which officer FF Rodrigues was referring to. 

4. Los Angeles Fire Department. Tight Force 64. Truck 64, staffed by LAFD Captain 
Michael Taylor. FFs Steven Scheller and Neil Benveniste. and FF/PV1 Frank Rodriguez, 
as well as Pump 264. staffed by Engineer Juan Castillo, responded to the scene with RA 
64. 

Captain Taylor. FFs Bond. Rodrigues, and FF/PMs Larios. Rivera, and Rodriguez were 
interviewed by FID investigators. Transcripts of those interviews are included in this 
report. The additional LAFD members had limited or no patient contact, and were 
therefore not interviewed. 

According to FF Rivera, he had overheard someone state that the officer was shot at and 
had returned fire. He. however, could not remember who had made that statement or in 
what context it was made. The FID investigation determined that the officer was not shot 
at. 

5. At approximately 1547 hours. Operations-South Bureau Commander Phillip Tingirides. 
Serial No. 22519. who had arrived at scene, contacted FID Commander Robert Lopez. 
Serial No. 22131. and requested that Watkins' body be removed from the scene and 
transported directly to the Los Angeles County Morgue for public safety concerns after 
observing a hostile crowd forming. At approximately 1548 hours. Commander Lopez 
contacted Los Angeles County Coroner's Office Assistant Chief Ed Winters, w ho 
approved the removal and transportation by LAFD personnel. Commander Lopez 
conveyed the approval to Commander Tingirides. 

Sergeant Moreno directed Southeast Patrol Division uniformed Police Officers II 
Anthony Hugoboom, Serial No. 41159, and Travis Pellvk. Serial No. 42132. Unit 18X96. 
to accompany RA 64 to the morgue. They transferred custody of Watkins’ body to Los 
Angeles County Coroner’s Office Investigator Kelli Blanchard, who assigned the death 
Coroner's Case No. 2016-06023. Officers Hugoboom and Pellvk completed FID 
Statement Forms, that were included in the FID case book and are available for review. 
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6. On August 16. 2016. Southeast Patrol Office r Sanchez spoke with Witnesses 00 
00B0000000HB00030I Los Angeles Police Department Field 
Interview cards documenting their contact information and preliminary statements were 
completed. 


|had advised Officer Sanchez that he had observed a male Black running 
eastbound on the south sidewalk of Century Boulevard from Figueroa Street while 
holding two handguns. Witness at the time of the OIS. She 

stated she observed the male running from the gas station, then heard one gunshot and 
observed the male fall. Witness^^^Honlv heard shots. 


Officer Sanchez believed the witness contacts were recorded by his DICVS microphone. 
Force Investigation Division Detectives II Phyliss D'Elia. Serial No. 26795. and Ubaldo 
Zesati. Serial No. 30078, reviewed Officer Sanchez' DICVS and found that the 
interviews were not recorded. Although Officer Sanchez' DICVS camera was activated 
at the time there was no audio recorded during the time span of the interviews. 

Numerous attempts were made to contact by telephone and 

at multiple listed residences, with no success. 


during a canvass of 


7. On August 16. 2016. Southeast Division Police Officer II Jose Carias, Serial No. 37324. 
assigned to Southeast Gang Detectives, contacted 

the area after the OIS. He completed an LAPD Field Interview Card documenting 
^contact information and preliminary information related to what 



had observed. Officer Carias provided 


with a business card and 


advised him he would be contacted at a later time. Officer Carias' conversation with 


Ivor.:...!. 

D'Elia and Zesati. 



was subsequently interviewed by FID Detectives 
statements during that interview were consistent with 
the account he provided to Officer Carias. 


The transcript of the interview by Detectives D'Elia and Zesati w as included in this 
report. The recorded conversation conducted by Officer Carias was stored under TID 
Control No. 648038. 


(THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK) 
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8. At the time of this incident, motorcycle officers assigned to CSOC were allowed to 
operate under the same tactical standards for normal motorcycle traffic enforcement. 
During hours of daylight, partnered officers could separate from each other within an 
enforcement area, while keeping track of each other by monitoring radio broadcasts. 

Such was the case for Officers Urias and Thompson, as Officer Thompson arrived at the 
OIS location less than one minute after the help call was broadcast. On August 22, 2016. 
following the 72-hour Chiefs Brief of this case. Assistant Chief Michel Vloore, Serial 
No. 23506. directed South Bureau Commanders Tingirides and Dennis Kato, Serial No. 
25363. that in the future, all motorcycle officers assigned to CSOC will not separate from 
their partner regardless of daylight hours. 



Offieer-in-Charge. Investigation Section D 
Force investigation Division 

APPROVED: 



Commanding Officer 
Force Investigation Division 



Century Boulevard 
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Pursuant to Senate Bill 1421 that 
went into effect on 1 January 2019, 
a redacted version of this report 
is subject to disclosure per the 
California Public Records Act. 



INTRADEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 


June 21. 2017 
13.1 


TO: Chair, Use of Force Review Board 


FROM: Commanding Officer, Force Investigation Division 


SUBJECT: SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION TO FORCE INVESTIGATION 

DIVISION REPORT NO. F055-16 


On Tuesday, August 16, 2016, Valley Traffic Division Motorcycle Police Officer 11+2 Evan 
Urias, Serial No. 38412, assigned Unit 25MQ81, was patrolling in Southeast Area as part of the 
Community Safety Operations Center (CSOC) deployment. The suspect, later identified as 
Kenny Watkins, exited a vehicle and fled on foot. Watkins produced two handguns and pointed 
one of them at the officer, which resulted in an Officer-Involved Shooting (OIS) and Watkins’ 
death. 

During the subsequent OIS investigative process, the clothing worn by W atkins at the time of the 
incident wa s examined by Forensic Science Division (FSD) Crimi nalist 11 

The FSD Laboratory Report documenting Criminalist^^^^^Hconclusions was 
not finalized at the time of the submission and distribution of the FID Administrative Report 
prepared for this investigation. The FSD Laboratory Report was finalized on June 20, 2017. 

Criminalist^^^^Mdocumented in the report that there were defects identified o n the cloth ing 
consistent with the passage of a bullet. Due to a lack of a gunshot residue pattern,was 
unable to determine a muzzle to target distance. The location of the defects was consistent with 
the placement of Officer Urias, the direction in which he fired his weapon, and the described 
position of Watkins at the time of the OIS. 

The FSD Laboratory Report is included as an attachment to this document. 

Should you have any questions or need further information, please contact Detective Christopher 
Linscomb, at (213) 486-0976. 

fk-H-vL. 

ROBERT A. LuPE^, Commander 
Commanding Officer 
Force Investigation Division 


Attachment 




Los Angeles Police Department 
Forensic Science Division 


Laboratory Report 
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16-18-16277 Name Associated: Kenney Ahmed Watkins 

Requested By: CASTANEDA #26722, FID Offense: OIS 

Phone: (213)486-0986 Service: Firearms - Distance Determination 

Analysis Requested: Distance Determination 

F055-16 


I, the undersigned analyst, as a Criminalist employed by the Los Angeles Police Department, am prepared to 
testify to the information provided in this report. 


Evidence ltem(s): 


Item 22 (L1MS #11-1-1): One (1) sweatshirt, hooded, black 

Item 22 (L1MS #11-1-2): One (1) t-shirt, black 

Item 22 (LIMS #11-1-3): One (1) tank top, white 

Item 22 (LIMS #11-1-4): One (1) pair of jeans, black 

Item 22 (LIMS # 11 -1 -5): One (1) belt, black 

Item 22 (LIMS #11-1-6): One (1) pair of underwear, blue 

Item 22 (LIMS #11-1 -7): One (I) pair of shoes, white 

Item 22 (LIMS #11-1-8): Four (4) socks, white & gray 


Observation(s) 

The above listed items were visually examined for the presence of possible bullet defects. 

No defects were observed on the item 22 jeans, the item 22 belt, the item 22 underwear, the item 22 shoes or the 
item 22 socks. 


The following defects were observed: 

Item 22 (sweatshirt) 

- One (I) defect, labeled A, on the left upper back. 

Item 22 (t-shirt) 

- One (1) defect, labeled B, on the left upper back. 

Item 22 (tank top) 

- One (1) defect, labeled C, on the left upper back. 

The item 22 t-shirt and the item 22 tank top are consistent with being undergarments and therefore no further 
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analysis was performed on defects B and C. 

The area around defect A was visually and microscopically examined and chemically processed for the presence 
of gunshot residues. 

Conclusion(s) 

Defect A is consistent with the passage of a bullet, however due 1o the lack of a gunshot residue pattern, a 
muzzle to target distance could not be determined. 



Item #22 Sweatshirt 

(Not To Scale) 
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Defect A Defect B ' Defect C 

9 %” below point of reference (POR) 8 Vi' below point of reference (POR) 9” below point of reference (POR) 

3” left of point of reference (PQR) 3” left of point of reference (POR) 2 Vi’ left of point of reference (POR) 
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